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FATA's Mission
FATA advocates for the expansion of access

to professional art therapists & leads the

state in the advancement of art therapy as a

regulated mental health and human services

profession. We provide information,

resources, and meaningful network

opportunities to it’s members and the public.
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Letter from FATA's New President

 

Hello Fellow FATA members

 

I am humbled and honored to be your new FATA President. I would like to thank the

previous FATA board for your tireless efforts moving our chapter forward toward art

therapy licensure. Thanks also to Dr. Dave Gussak the new FATA Governmental

Affairs Chair and Tyler Kirby AATA Advocacy and Public Affairs Manager for all their

hard work. We currently have sponsored art therapy bills in both the house and the

senate. The previous board has made significant strides in bringing us wonderful

training opportunities in collaboration with many great organizations. 

 

The FATA board in 2016 responded to a major disaster, the Pulse Night Club shooting.

We created an art template called Art from the Heart. This was used to assist in the

grieving process and send a communal message of support at the 2016 National AATA

art therapy conference. Since that time FATA has responded to many disasters

including Hurricane Irma Maria, and Michael, the Stoneman Douglas High School

shooting and recently the Surf Side Condominium collapse. FATA continues to support

communities in tragedy. On Feb 25th FATA members from across the state are welcome

to join us in a Stars of Hope response at Florida Art Therapy Services, 5272 Summerlin

Commons Way #602 in Fort Myers from 11am to 2pm at which time we will be

providing services to those impacted by Hurricane Ian. I would like to thank Reina

Lombardi for hosting this event. 

 

I would like to hear from you feel free to email me at Floridaarttherapy@gmail.com. As

we move forward this new year please feel to reach out and share your ideas for FATA.

The FATA board cannot do it alone, we need your help on licensure efforts, community

support, planning and implementing trainings and events. Just volunteering one or two

hours a week or a month can make a huge difference collectively, in supporting our

organization. Thank you for being a member!  I am looking forward to working with all

of you in moving our chapter forward and supporting our members vision and goals. 

 

Onward and upward. 

Joe Scarce, PH.D. ATR-BC

Florida Art Therapy Association President. 
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Government Affairs Update

Since early fall 2021, I have been meeting every two weeks-- and working closely--with the

FATA GAC committee: President Alicia Ballestas, Treasurer Vicky Beck, President-elect

Franchesca Lastra Vicente, student representative Anna Proia, and AATA Advocacy and

Policy Director, Tyler Kirby, to pursue legislative identity and protective regulation in the form

of a state license. The previous newsletter pieces and FATA membership meetings have

provided details on the in-depth, 3-pronged strategy that we instituted to bring our goals to

fruition. The success of this more than 18 month strategy seems to have been successful-thus

far—for we now have four bills being considered by the state: two in the House, HB 343 and

345, sponsored by Representative Alison Tant and two in the Senate SB 400 and 402,

sponsored by Senator Darryl Rouson. To be clear, Representative Tant has made these bills her

priority this legislative cycle, and it shows—as of this writing, the House bills have already

been advanced to the proper subcommittee for analysis and consideration. This is no small

thanks to all of you, the members, who have reached out to your legislators to educate them on

what and who we are.

As all of you know who have been involved with legislative agendas over the years, once such

legislation is introduced, things move rapidly. Needless to say, things can change on a dime,

and we are closely watching and are being proactive. 

I have been involved with legislative agendas that affect our field on and off for almost 30

years, beginning with chair of Governmental Affairs on the Northern California board, and

the GAC for AATA in the mid 1990s. I have since held GAC committee positions and worked

closely with various states to provide support, including Florida. While we are far from

reaching our end goals, I have rarely been this optimistic. I have also made it my professional

priority this year [and future years--however long it takes] to bring this to its natural end. 

It has been a pleasure to work with outgoing President Alicia Ballestas on our collective vision,

as she has proven herself an amazing leader. With the new changes to the FATA board, the

fact that much of the legislative process will occur in Tallahassee, and given my intimate

involvement with this and past processes, incoming President Joe Scarce has asked me to

assume the position of FATA’s next Governmental Affairs Chair. While I have agreed to do so,

quite frankly, this won’t change much of anything, given that the committee will remain as

structured and we will continue working together as we have for our common goal. Regardless,

it is my pleasure to continue serving the state’s members and to further the reach and impact

of our field.

 

Dave Gussak, PhD, ATR-BC, HLM
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To our members:

I t  has been quite an adventurous whirlwind these past  2 years .  In the midst  of overcoming challenges,  we are proud and grateful  for al l  our

accomplishments and how we were able to support  each other and our communities through art  therapy.  Challenges that included networking and

collaborating on how to practice art  therapy virtual ly due to COVID-19,  supporting our communities after natural  disasters such as the col lapse of the

Champlain Towers in Surfside and continued support  for the Marjory Stoneman Douglas Community.  Upon the end of our term, we are happy to report

that as a board we were able to help f i le  a bi l l  to further support  regulation on the art  therapy profession in Florida.  

We’d l ike to give thanks to al l  our committees :  Membership Committee co-chairs,  Jane and Nicole for your countless hours of supporting our members

and keeping them up to date on FATA events,  Mult icultural  and Social  Just ice Committee,  Crist ina,  Paula,  Susan, Sonia and Lourdes for your dedication

in supporting and organizing inclusive and meaningful  events for our communities during tragedy and to our Governing Affairs Committee Joseph, Dave,

Vicky,  Anna, Cameron and Tyler for your passion to advocate and educate on the importance and power of art  therapy in mental  health.

We’d l ike to welcome the new board and to our fel low col leagues and members,  we hope you wil l  continue to advocate and educate on the impact of art

therapy and how it  supports our communities and overal l  wel l-being.  

We have sincerely enjoyed working alongside one another and look forward to what is  to come.

All  the best ,  

 

Alicia Ballestas

FATA President 

and 

Franchesca Lastra Vicente 

President-Elect

F A T A  P R E S I D E N T - E L E C T

F A T A  S E C R E T A R Y

Goodbye to Previous Board
F A T A  P R E S I D E N T

F A T A  T R E A S U R E R

Victoria L. Beck, ATR-BC

The past two years serving as the Florida Art Therapy Association

Treasurer has been a very rewarding experience. We have been able to

provide two student members and one professional member a scholarship to

attend the annual American Art Therapy Association Conference. We have

also provided funding to the Government Affairs Committee to help put

together beautiful and professional folders to help educate our

representatives about art therapy and its many benefits and continue to

move forward with our licensure efforts. We were also able to secure grant

money from the American Art Therapy Association to support disaster relief

efforts in Surfside. I would like to thank my fellow board members and

committee members who have served alongside me and have been a support

throughout this term. It has been a pleasure to serve our members the past

two years and I look forward to the Florida Art Therapy Association

continuing to serve our communities and state. 

Amy Bucciarelli, MS, ATR-BC, LMHC 

It has been a pleasure and honor to serve the membership with

the rest of the FATA Board and Committee Members for the

past two years. Over that time we took a deep look at the FATA

Bylaws and began a revision process in collaboration with

AATA. Revisions were eventually paused because AATA is

restructuring their own bylaws and procedures of order. It is

anticipated that these changes will trickle down to the chapter

level in an effort to better serve the state chapters' needs and

structures. AATA's changes to governing procedures aim to

provide more clarity and equity to the organizational structure.

I've enjoyed being a part of this dynamic team for the past

several years. I'm excited to cheer on the new incoming board

as a continuing member of FATA.

Alicia Ballestas, ATR-BC Franchesca Lastra Vicente,

MS, ATR-BC, LMHC
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Introducing the New FATA Board of Directors
F A T A  P R E S I D E N T

J o s e p h  i s  h o n o r e d  t o  b e  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  A r t

T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  H e  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  A f f a i r s

C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  a s  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  A f f a i r s  C h a i r .  H e

b e l i e v e s  F l o r i d a  i s  i n  a  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  t o  o b t a i n  a r t  t h e r a p y  l i c e n s u r e  i n

t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  J o s e p h  b e l i e v e s  a  s t a t e  a r t  t h e r a p y  l i c e n s e  w i l l  f u r t h e r

l e g i t i m i z i n g  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r

e m p l o y m e n t  o f  a r t  t h e r a p i s t s .  J o s e p h  i s  a  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r  o f  b u i l d i n g

c o m m u n i t y  c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  i f  e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  a  c a l l  t o

a c t i o n  f o r  a r t  t h e r a p i s t s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  c o m m u n i t y  a w a r e n e s s  p r o m o t i n g

t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  a r t  t h e r a p y  t o  p u b l i c  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  A r t

T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n . J o s e p h ' s  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  b r i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c o m m u n i t y

s i t e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  f o r g o t t e n  b u t  s t i l l  h a v e  r e c o v e r y  c h a l l e n g e s  r e l a t e d

t o  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r ,  m a s s  v i o l e n c e ,  a n d  c r i s i s .  J o s e p h  i s  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  A r t

T h e r a p y  i n  R e s p o n s e  t o  N a t u r a l  D i s a s t e r s ,  M a s s  V i o l e n c e  a n d  C r i s i s .  H e

i s  a l s o  a  c o n t r i b u t i n g  e d i t o r  t o  F o u n d a t i o n s  o f  A r t  T h e r a p y  T h e o r y  a n d

A p p l i c a t i o n s  a n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  t e x t  b o o k  i n  A r t  T h e r a p y .  

J o s e p h  i s  h o n o r e d  t o  b e  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  A r t

T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  H e  h a s  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  A f f a i r s

C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  a s  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  A f f a i r s  C h a i r .  H e

b e l i e v e s  F l o r i d a  i s  i n  a  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  t o  o b t a i n  a r t  t h e r a p y  l i c e n s u r e  i n

t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  J o s e p h  b e l i e v e s  a  s t a t e  a r t  t h e r a p y  l i c e n s e  w i l l  f u r t h e r

l e g i t i m i z i n g  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r

e m p l o y m e n t  o f  a r t  t h e r a p i s t s .  J o s e p h  i s  a  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r  o f  b u i l d i n g

c o m m u n i t y  c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  i f  e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  a  c a l l  t o

a c t i o n  f o r  a r t  t h e r a p i s t s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  c o m m u n i t y  a w a r e n e s s  p r o m o t i n g

t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  a r t  t h e r a p y  t o  p u b l i c  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  A r t

T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n

J O S E P H  S C A R C E ,  P H . D .  A T R - B C

F A T A  S E C R E T A R Y F A T A  T R E A S U R E R

I  am a recent graduate of Southwestern College

and new to the art  therapy field .  I  have been a

professional art ist ,  middle and high school art

teacher,  and most recently a f ine arts

teacher/therapist  for adults with disabi l i t ies and

currently an art  therapist  at  a Healthcare Center

that treats inpatient cl ients with dual diagnosis .

I  f ind each day to be both challenging and

extremely rewarding to be able to use art  as a

tool  to help others gain insight and perspective

on ways to cope with anxiety,  depression, and

grief .

I  want to continue to learn and give back to the

community by being part  of the FATA chapter

and would appreciate the opportunity to be

elected as the Treasurer .

C H R I S T I N A  H E N C K E N  T R A C Y  N A V A R R O  A T R - B C ,  L M H C
T r a c y ’ s  p a s s i o n  f o r  A r t  T h e r a p y  d e v e l o p e d  n a t u r a l l y  o u t  o f  c h i l d h o o d

a n d  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  l e d  h e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  d e e p  v a l u e  a n d

m e a n i n g  o f  a r t  b e y o n d  w h a t  i s  “ b e a u t i f u l ”  o r  h o w  c l o s e l y  a  p e r s o n

c a n  r e c r e a t e  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m .  A s  a  s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  A s i a n

A m e r i c a n  g r o w i n g  u p  i n  t h e  e a r l y  8 0 ’ s ,  c r e a t i n g  a r t  w a s  h o w  s h e

c o m m u n i c a t e d ,  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  l e a r n e d  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y

n a v i g a t e  b e t w e e n  2  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  a  s e n s e  o f  s e l f

a n d  c o n f i d e n c e .    T r a c y  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  f i e l d  o f  A r t

T h e r a p y  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  p u r s u e d  i t  t h e r e a f t e r .

T r a c y  N a v a r r o  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  t h e  D r e x e l  U n i v e r s i t y  A r t  t h e r a p y

M A  p r o g r a m .  S h e  h a s  b e e n  a n  A T R - B C  f o r  1 4  y e a r s  a n d  a  L i c e n s e d

C o u n s e l o r  f o r  8  y e a r s  ( P A  &  F L ) .  H e r  s e r v i c e  h a s  b e e n  m a i n l y  w i t h

a d u l t s  n a v i g a t i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s u b s t a n c e  u s e  c h a l l e n g e s  i n

s e t t i n g  a l o n g  t h e  o u t p a t i e n t  c o n t i n u u m  o f  c a r e  ( p a r t i a l  h o s p i t a l s ,

I O P ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  o u t p a t i e n t  c e n t e r s  a n d  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  r e m o t e / v i r t u a l

i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  g r o u p  a r t  t h e r a p y  a n d  v e r b a l  t h e r a p y ) .   

T r a c y ’ s  p a s s i o n  f o r  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  w i t n e s s  a n d  j o i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  o n

t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  j o u r n e y  t o w a r d s  p e r s o n a l  w e l l n e s s  h a s  r e m a i n e d  s t r o n g

o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .   A s  a  p a s t  r e s i d e n t  o f  M i a m i - D a d e  C o u n t y  a n d  a

c u r r e n t  r e s i d e n t  o f  I n d i a n  R i v e r  C o u n t y ,  s h e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d e d i c a t e

t i m e  a n d  e n e r g y  i n t o  t o  s u p p o r t i n g  c u r r e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  A r t  T h e r a p i s t s

o f  F l o r i d a  i n  a l l  r e g i o n s .  T r a c y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  s e r v i n g  a s  S e c r e t a r y  o n

t h e  F l o r i d a  A r t  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n  B o a r d  w o u l d  b e  a  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t

t o w a r d s  t h a t  g o a l .



Membership 

The Membership Committee organizes and directs the

recruitment of members for FATA keeps the membership directory updated. They help plan

activities for the FATA membership and keep the Membership informed about the activities

happening around Florida. 

 

Governing Affairs Committee 

The Governmental Affairs Committee monitors the state and national legislation relevant to

FATA’s purpose and objectives. The committee works closely with AATA and and assist in

the collection and dissemination of legislative information. Currently, the committee is

engaged in efforts to established an art therapy license for professionals practicing in the

state of Florida. 

 

Multicultural and Social Justice Committee

The Multicultural and Social Justice Committee consists of a diverse group of art therapists

dedicated to advocating for racial and social equity for art therapists and the communities art

therapists serve. The committee supports fair treatment, access, advancement, and

opportunity for Black, Indigenous, and people of color (BIPOC), immigrants, the LGBTQIA+

community, and honors the intersectionality of race, gender, sexual orientation, and class.

The committee aims to distribute information and educational resources to FATA members

and the community on the issues of systemic racism and social injustices. 

 

Social Media and Website Management

The Social Media and Website Management Committee oversees the primary social media

outlets (Website, Facebook and Instagram). The content produced by this committee is a

representation of the organization of FATA, its activities, and advocacies. 

 

Scholarship Committee

The Scholarship Committee is dedicated to planning and organizing scholarships for FATA

which includes creating scholarship applications, facilitating interviews and following

through with applicants and recipients. The committee collaborates with the FATA board for

distribution of fund
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A Call for Volunteers!  
FATA is always looking to connect with it's members and offer volunteering

opportunities. We have several committees that are in need of more volunteers. 

 

Please join us!
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Call for Fellowship Applications

Leadership and Education Advancement Program for Diverse Scholars

(LEAP) Call for Fellowship Applications 

 

  

Established for individuals who have attained their doctorate degree in a medical, social,

or behavioral science who shows promise in research related to the National Institute of

Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) mission.  

  

The Focus for LEAP  

One-on-One Focused Mentorship by successful area-specific professionals 

$2,000 for Career Development and Research 

Grant Writing Training 

Leadership Development  

  

LEAP Goals  

Develop and implement a career development plan  

Draft a research proposal to submit to NIH or another funding agency  

Identify an appropriate funding mechanism  

Establish skills and a strategy for obtaining a leadership position  

  

For additional application information check out: 

LEAP: https://www.apa.org/pi/mfp/leap 

 

 

 

Facebook Live Information Session:

 https://www.facebook.com/APAMinorityFellowshipProgram/videos/2338251889663645

/ 

  

 

https://www.apa.org/pi/mfp/leap
https://www.apa.org/pi/mfp/leap
https://www.facebook.com/APAMinorityFellowshipProgram/videos/2338251889663645/
https://www.facebook.com/APAMinorityFellowshipProgram/videos/2338251889663645/


February 25, 2023, 11:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M.-

STARS OF HOPE event at Florida Art Therapy

Services in Fort Myers, FL.  In response to

Hurricane Ian.  Event is free to attend.  RSVP:

call or text 239-297-7099.
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Calendar of Events

March 18, 2023- Art Therapists are

volunteering at the free All People’s (APD)Day

Diversity Festival on Sat. March 18, 2023 at

Pompey Park in Delray Beach, FL. They are

helping teach kids the following crafts designed

by Susan Berkowitz-Schwartz MPS,ATR-BC.

To volunteer call (561) 495-9818

susan@allpeoplesday.org Website

www.allpeoplesday.org. The ALL PEOPLE’S

DAY DIVERSITY FESTIVAL will have 15

diverse performers, 50 booths, and free food

donated from area restaurants. Volunteers get a

free APD Tee-shirt.

March 4th, 2023, 10:00 A.M.- 5:00 P.M.-FSU

Art Therapy Department and SATA are having

their annual spring workshop on campus in

the  William Johnston Building.  The  speaker

will be Melissa Hedlund Nelson.

mailto:susan@allpeoplesday.org
http://www.allpeoplesday.org/
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Calendar of Events

April 28-30, 2023- Earn 20 Florida Board-

approved CE's while retreating for a weekend of

art making and mandalas in Fort Myers,

Florida. The Mastering the Meaning of

Mandalas workshop is finally being held again

this April 28-30! You will learn how to

understand the symbolic language of mandalas

through the developmental cycle in a way that

will help deepen insights with your clients, and

also, guide your own self-exploration with

mandalas.

Visit www.masteringmandalas.com for more

information. Spots are limited. Early Bird

Registration ends March 15th!

http://www.masteringmandalas.com/


CALL FOR 
ART THERAPISTS 

 
The Bass is hiring art therapists to facilitate art 

therapy sessions during our Family Day 
programming beginning in June 2023. 

 
2023 Family Day dates (and themes): 
• Sunday, June 25, 2023 (Open Storage) 
• Sunday, July 30, 2023 (Florida Fun) 
• Sunday, August 27, 2023 (Back to School) 
• Sunday, September 24, 2023 (Fall into Art) 
• Sunday, October 29, 2023 (Masquerade Madness) 
Anticipated art therapy sessions: 
• One 60–90-minute closed group session 
between 12-2pm on Family Day 
• One open house session between 
2-4pm on Family Day 

Interested art therapists please reach out to Ariel 
Lynch, Studio Programs Manager at 

alynch@thebass.org for more information 

mailto:alynch@thebass.org
mailto:alynch@thebass.org
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Member Spotlight

Andrea Sutrick ATR-BC, LMHC, NCC

Finding Your Spark by Jumping in the Clown Car: Recap of the 2022
American Art Therapy Conference in Minneapolis

 
 “Lightning never strikes the same place twice;” so, when

something this good happens, this can’t possibly happen

again. In the presence of many art therapists, another

American Art Therapy (AATA) conference has sparked

and inspired me once again. AATA President, Girija

Kaimal quoted Sarah Deaver, saying “Welcome to the

conference where you don’t have to explain who you

are.” 

 Surging with energy, the aptly named conference

theme, “Let’s Start a Movement” fueled being intentional

and fully embracing your identity. Zachary Van Den

Berg shared his grandmother’s advice, “You already

have a ‘no,’ so at the least, I can get a ‘yes.’”

Presentations, research and artmaking spurred and

renewed my spirit as I listened to topics on mindfulness,

private practice, nature, corrections, grief, purpose,

internal family issues, neuron networking, EMDR,

radical papermaking, artmaking experiences and more.

Even with the bitter cold in downtown Minneapolis, seed

pods called me to create an outdoor nature mandala.
N A T U R E  M A N D A L A  I N S P I R E D  A T  T H E  2 0 2 2

M I N N E A P O L I S  A A T A  C O N F E R E N C E  B Y  A N D R E A

S U T R I C K .

 Further, the powerful presentation from designer Teressa Moses [link; https:// terresamoses.com/

incited awareness for “racism [to be] untaught in design” through her response action via the

Blackbird Revolt [link: https://blackbirdrevolt.com/ ] Moses shared from James Baldwin, “Not

everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until is faced.” 

 

Winner of the FATA conference scholarship of 2022

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblackbirdrevolt.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmhopkins%40pensacolastate.edu%7Cbc13c273116645d62dd208daeabf5502%7Cc74db691b7f8438fa3e045c2c44bc2ae%7C0%7C0%7C638080406103079312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LwJZJnBy7yiJNg3IfkAcZDk6jZXifRvRLpCEhiNB%2Fsk%3D&reserved=0
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Member Spotlight
 Next, I had the pleasure of talking with Keynote Speaker Ted Meyer.  [link:

https://www.tedmed.com/talks/show?id=620414 ] We bumped into each other several times during the

conference. His presence quietly struck me, as he was warm, kind, funny and caring. As an artist,

curator, and patient advocate, Meyer continues to work on an 18-year project “Scarred for Life: Mono-

prints of Human Scars” to chronicle the trauma and courage of people who have lived through health

crises. To this day, he receives requests from people to make “prints” of their scars.

           With so much energy in the air, the Marketplace of Ideas & Open Art Studio provided a space to

recharge and connect with others. On view, the amazing Member Art Exhibition showcased many

artists in our profession. [link: https://youtu.be/ifFyhYbhXVU ] Art therapists also acquired inspiration

and mementos in the Arts & Crafts Marketplace. To support the Florida Art Therapy Association, I

created “Calm Kits” raising $100 in donations. Calm Kits included a mandala-shaped cherry wood box

with lavender dough, calming drawn rock, painted fabric art, handwritten quotes and more. 

 Last but not least, let’s call in the clowns! How about a

red-nose honk in honor of our very own Dave Gussak,

PhD, ATR-BC for receiving the AATA Honorary Life

Member award. Thank you for allowing me and many

others to be in your circus,helping us to embrace what

we bring to the show. Curious about this circus act?

Watch Dave’s acceptance speech here [link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

app=desktop&v=N2sWalMckcI&feature=youtu.be ]. 

 

 The spark is not just felt at conferences… We are all

too familiar with the daily thunderstorms here in

Florida. Believe it or not, Florida has the distinction of

being named the “lighting capital of the US” by the

National Weather Service. Let’s connect not only to our

Florida nature but also to our profession. My hope for

you is to find your spark within your art therapy work

and let’s squeeze into that clown car together.

Thank you,

Andrea Sutrick

C A L M  K I T S  R A I S I N G  $ 1 0 0  I N  D O N A T I O N S  F O R  F A T A .  P H O T O :

A N D R E A  S U T R I C K

“ A  C I R C U S  A C T  T O  F O L L O W , ”  F O U N D  N A T U R E  A R T  B Y  A N D R E A

S U T R I C K .  

https://www.tedmed.com/talks/show?id=620414
https://youtu.be/ifFyhYbhXVU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=N2sWalMckcI&feature=youtu.be
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Thank you!

To all FATA members for your dedication and

support. We couldn't do it without you!

Connect with us!

@floridaarttherapy

Email floridaarttherapy@gmail.com

floridaarttherapy.org


